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HAKEA PRISON 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.09 am]: I rise to inform the house of the 
strategies and actions that have been undertaken to ensure the good order and running of Hakea Prison. These 
measures include the management of a small cohort of prisoners who present a potentially high risk to the safety 
and security of other prisoners and prison officers. Firstly, a Hakea risk group has been established to consider live 
operational issues and risks specific to Hakea Prison, as well as across the prison estate. This group meets 
three times a week. It is led by the Deputy Commissioner, Adult Male Prisons and includes senior Department of 
Justice representatives. Secondly, a disruptive prisoner protocol was introduced earlier this year. Prisoners 
identified as a potential serious threat to the security and good order of the prison are placed on individual 
management plans aligned to the level of risk they pose. These prisoners are subject to a schedule of rolling 
transfers and dispersal across the state to mitigate any disruption they attempt to cause. Thirdly, section 83 absence 
permit processes have been reviewed and amended. These applications are used by police and law enforcement 
agencies to conduct interviews with prisoners outside the prison to ensure the integrity of the investigation is 
maintained and that potential witnesses can provide evidence without fear of intimidation. Fourthly, the department 
is reviewing prisoner placements in minimum–security work camps and the potential risks of those placements. 
Placements for prisoners who do not need to be held in maximum-security facilities will provide options for 
managing the prison population. Lastly, the McGowan government has invested more than $300 million in 
expanding the prison estate. In August, 160 new beds are expected to open at Bunbury Regional Prison, which 
will give Hakea much-needed relief. By the end of the year, there will be 256 new beds at Casuarina, and another 
256 beds in the middle of next year, including a proposed step-up, step-down facility and Western Australia’s 
first alcohol and other drug treatment prison for men. By 2022, Casuarina will be one of Australia’s largest prisons. 
Another 344 beds will be added next year, bringing the total capacity to 1 782. 

Our government inherited a mess. It is a highly complex area with great challenges along the way, but this 
government is making good progress. 
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